CHAPTER XXVI
THE CHINESE LANDS
CHINESE territory, consisting of China Proper and the dependent
lands of Mongolia, Tibet, and Eastern Turkestan, covers an
area estimated at over 4,000,000 square miles, or nearly one-fourth
of the whole continent of Asia. Physically it belongs to several
of the great morphological regions of Asia, and the inid-world
mountain system, the Mongolian plateau^ the Manchurian lowland,
and the ancient massif of Southern China aH fall In whole or in
part within its frontiers. But, as China Proper differs in so many
respects, both physically and climatically, from its outlying
deper.der.cles, while these in turn differ from one another, it is
better to treat the political units separately, though along their
borderlands they tend to merge into those which adjoin them.
CHINA PROPER
The physical features of China are extremely complicated and
can be sketched here only in _ broad outline. The country is OB the
whole mountainous, but there are several plains of considerable
importance. North China belongs in part to the mid-world moun-
tain system, its western half being enclosed within, and traversed
by, ranges from the Inshan and 'Tan-ling mountains, which are
folded continuations of the Kunlun. Farther east, beyond the
old plateau of Ordos, the hills of the Shansi upland run from north
to south, and those of Chihli from north-east to south-west. The
eastern part of northern China is occupied by the Great Plain,
which extendsfrom thehills of CMhli to the delta landsof the Yangtze,
and coYers a considerable part of CMhli,, Honan, Shantung, Anhwei,
and IQangstL TJp the south of the Tsin-ling and its continuation,
the Fmtiu-shan, lies the Chinese plateau, the mountain ranges of
which were formed by fracture of the ancient land mass, and have
a general tread from south-west to north-east. In the west of
Szechwan and Yunnan, the mountains ran from north to sontlL
CLIMATE. The climate of China differs considerably from that
of the remainder of the monsoon region of Asia, The greater 'part
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